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West for the critical Christian work of 
China, will need every co-operation from 
those now in China. It is vital that these 
older leaders be large of mind and heart. 
Duplication and waste and lack of unity are 
still in evidence in spite of movement in the 
other direction. The application of strong 
modern business organization is greatly 
needed. Missionaries should gain a larger 
knowledge of each other's work by visitation. 
Their vacation in the hot season should have 
a program of good music, recreation, and 
the voice of leaders who would contribute 
wise counsel for the religious and educa- 
tional leadership of this developing China. 

Japan and Christian Missionaries 
to China 

Kenneth Scott Latourette, in the Chinese 
Recorder for August, urges a better under- 
standing of Japan and her problems on the 
part of missionaries to China. If they 
should drift into an unintelligent partisan- 
ship they would handicap the beneficial 
Christian work in Japan and Korea. The 
Christian missionaries are to protest against 
evil, but they need a complete understanding 
of conditions that call out such a protest. 
No doubt individual Japanese and the 
Tokyo government have done grave in- 
justice to China. Japan finds herself in a 
difficult position. Her place in the Far 
East reveals that the very life of the island 
depends upon an open door into China 
for her commerce. Events for seventy 
years have taught her to rely on her strong 
right arm in maintaining that open door 
rather than the promises of the Occident. 
Thus, no doubt, she seemed to be at times 



grasping and selfish. But the missionary 
has often heard but one side of the story 
and, while partly true, it has had some 
strong earmarks of prejudice. 

What is to be the missionary's attitude ? 
The question must be faced. Sometimes 
it will be wise to avoid direct dealing while 
he ascertains the elements of justice and 
friendliness for the solution of the problem. 
He is a promoter of these. At times he 
may be called to protest injustice and, if 
such protest fails, to bring the matter to 
the attention of the world. His first duty, 
however, is an understanding of the Japa- 
nese, their history, spirit, institutions, 
problems, and ideals. He must know 
public opinion and governmental activity 
on the island. A few good books as those 
by Brinkley, Gulick, Hornbeck, and Mitford 
are of value. The New East is a good 
monthly for contemporary opinion. An 
extended visit to Japan will greatly aid a 
better understanding of Japan. 

In addition the missionary can aid in 
the solution of this intricate problem by 
promoting an educational intelligence of 
Japan on the part of the Chinese by teaching 
in the middle and higher schools of the 
mission a fair understanding of Japan and 
her life-interests. Perhaps he can promote 
helpful social intercourse between the two 
peoples as the gatherings of the Chinese 
and Japanese at the summer conferences 
of the American Christian Student Move- 
ment. It is the task of the missionary to 
cultivate each, to be neither pro- Japanese 
nor pro-Chinese, but to unite the nobler 
aspiration of both in a world-purpose that 
bears the kingdom quality. 



RELIGIOUS 

In the Rural Church School 

The Rural Manhood for September 
has Professor Allan Hoben's church school 
paper, recently presented before the 
convention of the Religious Education 



EDUCATION 

Association at Detroit. Preparation for 
Christian citizenship is the church's call 
to teach civics. The legal recognition of 
the church as partner with the state in se- 
curing that individual and moral integrity— 
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the basis of democracy — urges upon her 
the duty of throwing the light of religion 
upon specific civic duties. The general re- 
sponse to war-time welfare work through 
a battalion of organizations has left people 
unified and alert. The civic appropriation 
of this spirit is awaited. A generous recog- 
nition of the church by the government 
in carrying out its plans has prepared the 
way for a larger co-operation. Religious 
education needs the concrete task of a 
civic application of its principles to counter- 
balance its former remoteness. 

True, the school has been looked upon 
by many as the logical social center, and 
it is urgent that the church give its inspira- 
tion and practical aid to this great agent 
of democracy. The active championship of 
every good partner in achieving the life 
of the kingdom will eliminate that destruc- 
tive jealousy of school, grange, lodge, and 
club, and will bring to these a nobler excel- 
lence in service. It, however, must not 
be forgotten that the rural church and 
Sunday school are the original and most 
prevalent social centers of rural life, giving 
them a strategic position in providing 
within the rural community its own leader- 
ship. The largest contribution to citizen- 
ship can be made through the boys and 
girls who are to be the rural leaders of 
tomorrow. First essentials are the feeling 
of good fortune in being in the country 
and a seeing awareness of what the country 
really is. The important items of method 
are the observation, appreciation, and inter- 
pretation of what is immediate to the child, 
description by the pupil, experimental 
action, and the co-operation of civil author- 
ities. Flowers, trees, birds, crops, cattle, 
roads, weather conditions, machinery, fences, 
brooks, telephone posts, and every other 
item of environment are part of the materials 
of religious education and objects of civic 
improvement. The Bible is distinctly rural 
and its concurrent reading with the great 
book of Nature will bring home the intimate 



relationship of the Creator and his co- 
workers. Working and waiting with him 
through production is the lesson of account- 
ability to God, an essential for the whole 
of life. Closely allied with this experience 
of God is a copartnership with one's fellows. 
Individualism, the temptation of a large 
independence of occupation, must give 
way to the extension of that loyalty and 
co-operation so noble in rural family life, 
to the whole community. Teaching the 
effect of weed seeds, blowing from a dirty 
farm to the clean farm of a neighbor, may 
bring home to boys and girls the interde- 
pendence of the rural community and point 
the way to concrete action in this and the 
host of allied phases of citizenship. The 
relating of the weed inspector, the county 
agricultural agent, the superintendent of 
schools, and other experts to the child in 
understanding the application of the Golden 
Rule is the task of the church school and 
the way to vital Christian citizenship. The 
extension of co-operative enterprise in 
material gains and social life gives significant 
materials for religious education and reli- 
gious co-operation. 

Yield comes up for moral review. It 
emphasizes the productive value of the 
citizen to the state and the best possible 
husbanding of God's resources in soil and 
forest for the present and future generations. 
The home, its equipment, manners, spirit, 
and other details should be canvassed by 
the boys and girls. Comparison of home 
and farm with other homes and farms in 
community and county as to efficiency and 
highest welfare is a source of fruitful study. 
A Christian interpretation in concrete 
manner of the highest ideals for rural life 
is an assurance of Christian citizenship. 

Some Educational Ideals lor 
the Church 

Psychology has become a business propo- 
sition. The army and navy psychological 
tests weathered subsequent experience. 
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The therapeutic and economic value of 
this science is undoubted. It cannot fail 
to have great educational value. It means 
that if the church is to do work of permanent 
value she must have a religious education 
based on scientific principles. Nor need we 
fear from such the freezing-point in religious 
experience. True scientific principles in- 
clude the warm wealth of the human heart 
while securing progress by utilizing the 
definite habits of the human spirit. In the 
Anglican Theological Review for October 
Lester Bradner places some definite educa- 
tional ideals before the church. 

While not leaving undone the task of 
today, the dominant thought of clergy 
and leaders must be how best to train for 
the church of tomorrow, thus exercising 
the Lord's patience in getting fruitage. 
This thought must shape the curricula of 
seminaries and produce a teaching ministry 
rather than just that small group who spe- 
cialize in religious education. The church 
school is not a secondary department of 
a minister's work but a parish focus to 
and from which wider educational processes 
proceed. One of the first needs is a standard 
system of religious education for a large 
group of churches in place of the present 
hodgepodge of immature methods of the 
individual churches. This principle has 
done much for public education. Some 
such system would arrest the waste in 
changing residence by taking up the work 
from the point it had reached in the pupil's 
recent church school. A definite standard 
would increase the competency of teachers 
and put the power of solidarity behind a 
vital educational program. The materials 
could be gathered co-operatively by the 
churches of a large group under expert 
leadership. It might work from small 
groups under a religious educational expert 
co-operating with others till a standard 
for the whole diocese was inaction. 

The German system presented biblical 
facts and was barren in fruitage because it 



stopped there. We too have failed in 
past years at this point. We need to teach 
toward action those vitalizing truths about 
God and human life. The church school, 
in planning a program of activity, can fuse 
the training of Sunday with the programs of 
parish societies, guilds, clubs, and other 
organizations. Christian experience for the 
child can gain the -vantage points of the 
gospel of Jesus for the tasks of life only 
under supervision in action. 

The Attractions of the Ministry to 
the College Man of Today 

The attractions of the ministry are not 
what they were yesterday. He has lost 
much of his prestige as a scholar, for there 
are many other well-educated men in the 
community. The lowering of educational 
requirements in so many exceptional cases 
and the taking over of men for the sake of 
expediency from organizations requiring 
little or nothing in the way of educational 
requirements goes far to lower the standard 
of a noble profession, while the medical 
and other professions are raising their 
standards. The awe and deference toward 
the minister of less modern days have largely 
passed. He is hired and dismissed as the 
organist when he fails to fill the pews and 
collection plates. Many of the former 
functions of the church, as education and 
charities, have become secularized. All 
this tends to prejudice the college man. 
Then too he is repelled by the pettiness of 
many a sectarian emphasis, especially if he 
has seen Jews, Catholics, and Protestants, 
the united force of forty nationalities, dying 
for the cause of liberty. He is repelled by a 
puny and negative ethic. He wants to 
solve the problems of international organiza- 
tions and social justice with the driving 
power of the Christian religion. The world 
needs this religious dynamic. She is still 
the inspiration and support of those great 
agencies that have come forth from her, the 
Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., schools, colleges, 
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and the multiplied charities. Dr. Thomas 
S. McWilliams, in Religious Education for 
August, finds attractions in the ministry 
for college men — for the college man who 
refuses to sell his life for money, but 
who has heard the Master's claim that he 
who would be greatest must serve most. If 
he sees this in a profession rather than in a 
business life he learns that the legal pro- 
fession is overcrowded, and that there are 
120,000 doctors in the medical profession 
of this country already. 

The appeal to the ministry is in terms 
of hundreds of vacant churches at home 
and the need of ministration to unhappy 
millions abroad. The church will give 
him a respectable maintenance, and if he 



is a gifted preacher an appreciative people 
may give him a good salary. Religion is 
the deepest fact in human nature. He is 
the leader of the group in worship, religious 
inspiration, and service. He is privileged 
to lead men to Christ's understanding of 
God and as a social engineer to apply the 
gospel of Jesus to the urgent problems in 
our midst. He can be a knight-errant in 
the promotion of justice and brotherhood, 
the helper in crushing crises, the healer of 
wounds. As a preacher of the religion of 
Jesus with intelligence and passion, the 
minister makes one of the greatest contribu- 
tions to the cause of civilization. In the 
consecrated performance of this task he eats 
meat that the worldling knows not. 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



The Church of Today 

In the Anglican Theological Review for 
October, Vida D. Scudder suggests active 
attitudes for the church in these days of 
revolution and reconstruction. The church 
must quicken its step to "keep abreast 
of truth." The church has tried to live 
up to the ideal of large service in healing, 
feeding, and reforming. She inspires her 
children by the thousands to dedicate 
themselves to social service. She was 
convinced that it was wrong to be impatient 
and that sudden change was dangerous. 
But history is apparently in a hurry, and 
the church must safeguard change by direct- 
ing it. She is called to reveal to men 
eternal life in the midst of time to cope 
with necessary earthly change and re- 
adjustment, never so needed as now. 
The Christian religion, to maintain the 
driving and solving power of God in human 
life, requires an ever new application. It 
is the church's privilege to capture each 
new opportunity of history. She restricted 
the passions of the fighting baron of feudal- 
ism while producing the specialized medieval 
saint; she made the best of the bad bargain 



of capitalistic control by entreating gen- 
erosity and efficiency with honor, not using 
the liberty of laissez faire as a cloak for 
oppression. We now face the new order 
of industrial democracy. It is urgent that 
in the face of this emergent life both great 
struggling groups have the Christian gospel's 
message of justice, self-giving, and love. 
She must inspire the privileged classes, 
from whom control is slipping, with the 
high joy of Christian sacrifice, for the law 
of the cross claims men in economic life. 
Let this hour of seeming defeat be to them 
the hour of real emancipation. 

To the working groups let her bear that 
suggestion of the new league for industrial 
democracy: "The church is to preach the 
will of Jesus Christ, not only to the passing 
era of selfish competition and industrial 
mastership, but also to the emerging demo- 
cratic order. We recognize that the mere 
transfer of social control from a self-seeking 
few to a self-seeking many would in itself 
be of no benefit to the world and no honor 
to God." Those to whom the balance of 
power is passing are far from ready for it. 
On the way to the commonwealth of God 



